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Utilising Our Warrior Ways in Higher Education 
 
Bronwyn Fredericks 
 
I am not saying anything new as an Aboriginal Australian when I state that we 
need to ensure that Indigenous practices, customs and beliefs are protected 
and safeguarded. Furthermore that we need to ensure the social integrity of 
Indigenous peoples and communities at local levels are secure. I have come 
to even more greatly understand during my PhD research project that if this is 
not done, we risk further erosion of who Indigenous peoples are and what we 
are and our communities. I have heard older people already express this fear. 
We risk this in coming generations if we do not look at ourselves, and what we 
need to do. Non-Indigenous people need to also look at themselves and how 
systems and processes continue to assimilate, integrate and almost consume 
Indigenous peoples. This combined with the issue of rights presents as I see it 
an even greater problem, as rights are often focused on individuals. Rights 
are not presented as collective rights as Indigenous peoples have also 
demanded in the past and what Indigenous peoples continue to demand.    
 
I accept what Torres Strait Islander educator Martin Nakata explains that we 
must speak back (1998:4). The only way we can speak back is to have the 
tools with which to speak back and to have the forums in which to speak 
within.  In order to gain some of these tools we need to enter higher education 
institutions and learn the theories and the knowledges and in order to speak 
back within higher education institutions we need to be more than just within 
them, being within them is not enough. We must be given the space and the 
opportunities to speak within them. We must be provided with the 
opportunities for intellectual dialogue with others within academic contexts. 
Non-Indigenous people additionally must provide these opportunities to 
themselves too for in not engaging with us, they continue to remain distant 
from the dialogues that we are having with one another as Indigenous 
peoples aside what they may pick up in a book or via attending a conference.  
 
I came to see that I needed to understand that if we do not interrogate the 
harmful assumptions and the myths of history, power, unexamined and 
hidden privilege and the way of the world seen through ethnocentric eyes, 
then gaining a degree becomes somewhat like a process of forced 
assimilation by the educational processes. While gaining the tools if we are 
not mindful we can later become insider traders of the multifaceted nature of 
oppression. These tools can also if we are not careful additionally oppress 
each other, and there is evidence of this. We need to also know that we must 
have the tools that also assist us with the elimination of persistent racist and 
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ethnocentric educational policies, procedures, and practices. The tools can 
give us an understanding of what we are dealing with but we additionally need 
other tools for change to dismantle the order that keeps us in ‘our place’.  As 
an Aboriginal researcher I came to see that I needed to be more conscious of 
my choices within these contexts.  
 
Within the contexts that I now work, either in paid work or community work, 
when I am called a ‘witch’, ‘radical’, ‘stirrer’ or a woman with a ‘poison pen’, I 
think of myself as a warrior using ink, my mouth, spirit and mind 
(encapsulating all that I have learnt about knowledges, theories, practices and 
processes) as my weapons. They are my artillery in fighting within the 
struggle for better health and justice for Aboriginal peoples and for a more just 
society in Australia.  
 
We have survived the most inhumane acts and violations against us as the 
Indigenous peoples in the country recently named Australia. This is despite 
others trying in every way (poisoning, murder, starvation and removing 
children) to make us extinct. We have survived and we aren’t going anywhere 
else nor are the generations that follow. Our times of being warriors is not 
finished, we still need to be warriors, warriors to gain and enjoy our social, 
economic, intellectual and cultural and spiritual rights. I am acutely aware that 
we need warriors who are writers, activists, community workers, politicians, 
government workers, academics and health workers. We also need non-
Indigenous warriors to support us, encourage us and walk along side of us in 
this journey. Non-Indigenous warriors can also challenge the falsehoods of 
Australian history and are needed to assist other non-Indigenous people to 
develop an understanding of how the dominant culture is ingrained with 
prejudices and biases against Indigenous peoples. We also need warriors in 
other parts of the world who are aware of our collective story and aware of our 
present day struggles.   
 
I wish to share a poem written by Juanita Sherwood, an Aboriginal Australian 
woman educator. I believe it sums up much of my research journey and the 
research journey of other Indigenous researchers. 
 
 
My Research Journey 
 
I cringe at the texts that disregard and misrepresent my identity 
I’m embittered by the data that confounds my notion of social justice 
I weep at the reckless abuse of ignorance and power 
I reject the consciousness of superiority and prejudice 
I reflect on the despair of my brothers and sisters 
I rejoice in the empowerment of my people’s voices 
I dance on the mother as she responds to our growth 
I claim my inheritance of resisting oppression 
I write my story to counter disbelief and encourage understanding 
And I will my story to nurture a place for the safety and respect of our culture  
and our peoples 
Sherwood, J. (2001:28) 
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